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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Iraq

December 15, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107-243), the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against
Iraq Resolution (Public Law 102-1), and
in order to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am providing a report prepared
by my Administration. This report includes
matters relating to post-liberation Iraq

under section 7 of the Iraq Liberation Act
of 1998 (Public Law 105-338).
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate.

Remarks on Signing the American Dream Downpayment Act

December 16, 2003

Thank you all. Thank you for coming.
Thanks for the warm welcome. It's great
to be back at the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. This is not my
first time here, nor will it be my last.

I am here today because we are taking
action to bring many thousands of Ameri-
cans closer to owning a home. Our Govern-
ment is supporting homeownership because
it is good for America; it is good for our
families; it is good for our economy. One
of the biggest hurdles to homeownership
is getting money for a downpayment. This
administration has recognized that, and so
today I'm honored to be here to sign a
law that will help many low-income buyers
to overcome that hurdle and to achieve an
important part of the American Dream.

I appreciate Alphonso Jackson agreeing
to step up and become the Acting Secretary
of the Housing and Urban Development.
I look forward to his Senate confirmation,
a hasty confirmation.

I also want to thank Mel Martinez for
doing such a fine job as the Secretary of
this important organization. Mel brought
integrity and honor to the office. He did

a fine job on behalf of all Americans. And
we honor you, Mel.

I want to thank all the hard-working offi-
cers and employees of HUD. I appreciate
your focus and your dedication, your will-
ingness to work on behalf of a better Amer-
ica.

I thank very much Members of the Con-
gress who have taken time to come and
join us for this important bill signing. Sen-
ator Wayne Allard from Colorado is with
us. Senator Allard, thank you for your work
on the floor of the Senate. Chairman of
the Financial Services Committee Mike
Oxley is with us. Congressman, thank you
for coming. Congressman Jim Leach from
Iowa is with us today. Congressman, thank
you for being here. Congresswoman Kath-
erine Harris, who had a lot to do with
this bill getting passed, is here with us.
Katherine, thank you for coming. Delegate
Madeleine Bordallo of Guam is with us
today. I'm honored you are here. Thank
you for coming, Madeleine. I appreciate
you coming.

I too want to pay homage to a man I
call Little Woody; that would be Rob
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